The rosette architecture of some bromeliad species traps water and organic matter from the canopy in leaf axils (forming phytotelmata) and harbors many species of invertebrate animals (Frank & Lounibos 2009 ). Some water mites are adapted to live in phytotelmata; typically recorded from water-filled tree holes, bromeliad tanks, and a range of plant axils. Karl Viets (1939) was the first acarologist who discovered Micruracaropsis phytotelmaticola (Viets, 1939) Specimens of the present study were collected during an expedition organized of the Ph.D. thesis' research of A. Z. Gonçalves dealing with ecology of the bromeliad phytotelmata, to the State Park of Ilha do Cardoso (PEIC), an island located in the subtropical area of the Atlantic rainforest, São Paulo State. The study site consists of the rainforest formation called restinga (forest formations on sandy, acidic and nutrient-poor substrates at the Brazilian Atlantic coast) characterized by low canopy cover (5-8 m) and high densities of bromeliads in the understore. Mites were collected from phytotelmata of Vriesea procera (Martius ex Schultes f.) Wittmack, a small epiphyte bromeliad species (Fig. 2C) . Each leaf of the bromeliad was carefully dissected and washed, and all detritus and water was collected in white trays. Mites and other fauna were extracted and fixed in 80% alcohol. The holotype will be deposited at the Acari Collection of the Departamento de Zoologia e Botânica (DZSJRP), São Paulo State University, Sao José do Rio Preto, São Paulo, Brazil; one paratype (conserved in Koenike fluid) is deposited in the Zoological Collection of the Department of Biology, University of Montenegro, Podgorica.
All measurements are given in µm. The following abbreviations are used: Cx-I = first coxae, Cxgl-2 = coxoglandularia 2, dL = dorsal length, H = height, L = length, I-L-6 = Leg 1, sixth segment (tarsus), P-1 = palp, first segment, vL = ventral length, W = width.
